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ARTI-COMMUNIST SENTIMENT IN SAMOKOV
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Samokov, & town on the bguks of the Rila River,
60 kilometers southeast of Sotia, was before the war and at tke time of the
Communist seizure of power an especially prominent Communist center on vwhich
N the party could depend. As Communist messures were increased, the communists
< in Samokov and other Bulgarian Communists decided that they had been wmistaken
1 in their expectations and that the regime was introducing measures diametri-
celly opposed to those that had baen promised. Samokov is today perhaps ore
of the most anti-Communist ceaters in Bulgaria.

Recently this hngtility was openly shov=m towsrd some officers vho cre en-
rolled at a special school for officers established ir the buildings of the
Tth Artillery Regiment, which has been transferred elsewhere.

When the inhabitants of Semokov vere forced to give their houges to the
officers, they meds the officers' lives impossible and even regorted to bodily
. wistreatment. The sigual for this mistreatment came during & soccer game be-
tween a local team and a militar'~ team. The game ended in a dravl in the course
of vhich the inhabitants attacked not ths players. but the officers present.

Since then, a number of officers have been victims of night assaults and
s>me vere thrown into the Iskur River from the bridge at the entrance to town.
Ir pany cases the falls were fatal because the bridge is ... ween 5 and 6 meters
] above the stream, from which rocks protrude.  An inhebitant of Samokoy declared
A that the officers no lunger dare to go out at night vithout formxing a group

iavea emough to defend themselves.
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To dste, four trials bave vaen hell by the Bofia courts in which the de-

fendants were inhabitants of Samokov, They were found guilty of ssssulits om
afficers.
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